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SUBJECT: ASEAN AND REGIONAL SECURITY 


1 . SUMMARY; DENIALS TO THE CONTRARY, AT LEAST ONE THAI 
OFFICIAL SEES ASEAN AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO SEATO, AT LEAST 
ON AN UNOFFICIAL BASIS. 

2. DURING A CONVERSATION AT A MITRAPHAB DEDICATION IN 
SUKHOTHAI PROVINCE GENERAL SAIYUD KERDPHON COMMENTED 
ON HIS RECENT TRIP TO INDONESIA AND HIS DISCUSSIONS 

WITH THAT COUNTRY'S MILITARY ON THE PROBLEMS OF COUNTER- 
INSURGENCY IN THAILAND. SAIYUD SAID THE COUNTRIES OF 
SOUTHEAST ASIA HAD TO DEAL WITH THE REALITIES OF A CHANG- 
ING WORLD. IN TERMS OF MUTUAL SECURITY, ONE SUCH REALITY 
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WAS THE DEMISE OF SEATO. HOWEVER, SAIYUD CONTINED, AS 
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EVIDENCE OF THE FACT THERE WAS ALWAYS AN ANSWER TO EVERY 
PROBLEM, ASEAN WAS TAKING THE PLACE OF THE DISAPPEARING 
SEATO. 

3. SURPRISED AT THE MENTION OF ASEAN IN A MILITARY 
CONTEXT, I ASKED SAIYUD IF THE LEADERS OF THE SOUTH 
EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES REALLY EXPECTED THAT ASEAN WOULD 
EVOLVE INTO A MILITARY ALLIANCE OF SOME SORT. EMBARRASSED 
AT WHAT MAY HAVE BEEN A DIPLOMATIC FAUX PAUS ON HIS PART, 
SAIYUD HASTENED TO ASSURE ME THAT THERE WERE NO PLANS TO 
CREATE A FORMAL MILITARY ALLIANCE OUT OF SEATO. HE WENT 
ON TO EXPLAIN THAT CONTACTS WORKED OUT THROUGH THE ASEAN 
APPARATUS PROVIDED A ROUTE FOR UNOFFICIAL DISCUSSIONS 

FOR WORKING OUT MUTUAL SECURITY PROBLEMS. HE EMPHASIZED 
THE NECESSITY, BECAUSE OF THE NEED FOR GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, LAO AND CAMBODIANS, OF NEVER ALLOW- 
ING SUCH CONTACTS TO MOVE TO A FORMAL STAGE OR END IN 
FORMAL DIPLOMATIC AGREEMENTS. 

4. SAIYUD SUGGESTED THAT THE VIETNAMESE WERE WELL AWARE 
OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING AND THAT THIS WAS THE REASON FOR 
THEIR RECENT OPPOSITION TO ASEAN, WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS AN 
"EFFORT TO DELAY SUCH DEVELOPMENTS." SAIYUD THEN REPEATED 
THE WORD "DELAY", SUGGESTING THAT HIS OWN BELIEF IS THAT 
SUCH EFFORTS, WHILE POSSIBLY DELAYING UNOFFICIAL MUTUAL 
SECURITY COOPERATION BETWEEN THE NON-COMMUNIST ASEAN COUN- 
TRIES, WILL NOT SUCCEED IN HALTING SUCH DEVELOPMENTS. 

TANNER 

UNQUOTE 
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